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THE following Letter was 
written by the celebrated Lava- 
TER to the fanguinary RRW BEL; 
and accompanied with the threat 
of being made public, in caſe no 
ſatisfactory anſwer was returned. 
The Director is ſaid to have re- 
plied. But the impreſſion made 
upon the ferocious mind of this 
implacable deſpot, by the forcible 


eloquence of LavATER's pen, 


a 2 may 


may be eaſily colleced from the 
wa ſubſequent conduct of his agent 


and relative RayinaT, towards 
the unfortunate and unoffending 
1 Swiss. True to his engagement, 
| LAVATER declined printing his 
addreſs to the Directory Indeed 
it is probable, that no preſs in 


switzerland would have had the 


courage to undertake ſo dan- 


gerous a taſk. .T he letter, how- 
| ever, after circulating among the 
a e s friends and admirers, 


| found its way to public obſerva- 


LI 


tion. It breathes the language 


of 
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of the heart, and ſpeaks ſo forci- 


bly to every breaſt, which feels 
an honeſt indignation at acts of 
tyranny and injuſtice, that the 
tranſlator flatters himſelf he ſhall 
gratify every friend to rational 
liberty, in making it known to 


his own countrymen. 


Ix recalling to the recollection ot the 
Reader, that RW BEL was particularly en- 
trusted with the Diplomatic department, 
the Tranſlator ſufficiently explains the rea · 
ſon why the Patriot of Zuric addreſſes his 


complaints to him. 


LAVATER's LETTER 


1 0 


THE FRENCH DIRECTORY. 


— — — — 


LE Rry. Equality, and the Rights 
of Men, preface every decree, and every 
official publication of a nation, which, 
in more points of view than one, can 
with juſtice pretend to the title of great. 


It will not, however, I flatter myſelf, be 


imputed to me as a crime, if I preſume 
to ſpeak with honeſt freedom to this pre- 
tended mother of freedom and humanity. 


The wiſeſt of mankind ſtill contem- 
plate with wonder, what this nation of 
philoſophers, politicians, and heroes, has 

A 4 under- 


— 


a 


[8] 

undertaken, and accompliſhed.----What 
people ever did ſo much? Who could 
have ſuppoſed poſſible that which France 
has in reality effected? The man who 
beholds her achievements without aſto- 
niſhment, 1s either a ſtranger to them, or 
poſſeſſes a ſoul 1 incapable of admiration. 


It neither becomes my ſtation, nor is it 
conformable to my preſent plan, to dwell 


upon the numberleſs incongruities and 


contradictions, the acts of violence, injuſ- 
tice, tyranny, cruelty, and abomination, 


of which the French nation, or rather 


ſome of its leading men, have been guilty, 
ſince the commencement of the revolu- 
tion. But the Rights of men, the Rights 
of citizens, and I muſt further add, the 
Rights of ſhepherds, (for my flock alſo 


ſuffers,) force me to expreſs my indigna- 
tion, at the conduct of the French, or 


more properly ſpeaking of their agents 
and 


[9] 
e and commanders, towards my devoted 
| WF country. 


: 5 5 All the inhabitants of Switzerland, who 
XZ are not deceived by that deſpicable cant 
which has already blinded ſo many, are 
now of one opinion.---The effects of Ter- 
roriſm, which, even within the ſound of 
freedom's trumpet, lets fall its ponderous 
hand upon our necks, may indeed force 
numbers to a conſtrained ſilence ; yet is 
there no difference of ſentiment among 
us. Why has the French nation ſo long 
waged war againſt the greateſt potentates 
of Europe? Is it not to prevent foreign 
powers from meddling in her domeſtic 


ſucceſſes, and all her triumphs, ſhe acts 
contradictorily to her own principles, and 
with the moſt crying injuſtice, in forcibly 
mterfering in the internal quarrels of 
Switzerland. 5 
| It 


concerns? Yes, notwithſtanding all her 
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It might indeed be advantageous to the 
Great Nation, and conſequently an object 
of their wiſhes, that we, like them, might 
form a Republic, one and indiviſible.--- 
Nay, ſome of the wiſeſt, and moſt virtu- 
ous of my countrymen have even doubt- 
ed whether ſuch a change might not 
prove beneficial to us. The project was 


great and impoſing. - But what right had 


France to demand our compliance? In 


ſimply propoſing ſuch a plan, ſhe acted 


contrary to the Rights of Men; but in 
adding menaces to the requeſt, and in- 
forcing her opinion with arms in her 
hand, her conduct was the conduct of a 
tyrant, With equal juſtice might any 
other people pretend, that it is for the 
benefit of the world to deſtroy all repub- 
lics, and to eſtabliſh univerſal Monarchy. 
4 The power is ours,” cry they; “no 
matter, who are the ſufferers.” Is 
there a man ſufficiently ſtupid not to diſ- 

cover 
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\< ir 
cover the iniquity of ſuch a ſyſtem? To 


admit-it, even for a moment, 1s an inſult 
to juſtice, 


There is a law written in the breaſts 
of men; it is ancient as the world, and 
ſacred as the rights of humanity---* Do 
« unto others, what thou wouldeſt that 
t they ſhould do unto thee.” No power 
can annihilate this decree; for power con- 
fers no right. Myriads of armed men 
can never juſtify injuſtice in the eyes of 
reaſon. France then poſſeſſes no right, 
except the tyrannical one of ſuperior 
force, to penetrate into Switzerland, in 
order, according to her own language, 
to overturn Ariſtocracy, It is poſſible 
that the deſtruction of Ariſtocracy 
may be a public bleſſing-It may have 
been the object of the wiſhes of the 


nobleſt minds, But, when an aſſaſſin 


murders a man, who oppreſſes his neigh- 
| bours 


[12] 


Switzerland like aſſaſſins and tyrants; 
waging war againſt a people who never 


injured you. Were there any individuals 
among us (and I know not that there 
were any) who had given you juſt cauſe 


of complaint, ye had only to make good 


your charges againſt them, and to de- 


mand ſatisfaction. But, from the nation 


which never injured you, ye cannot, 


without the moſt crying injuſtice, require it. 


As robbers, ye carried away the public 


treaſure, which belonged not to you, 


from the conquered towns, particularly 


from Berne; and in doing ſo, you plun- 
dered Switzerland, Thus was Switzer- 
land, which you thought proper to con- 


ſtitute into a free and indiviſible republic, 


and. whoſe treaſures you declared ta be 
the property of the nation, deprived of a 


CON=« 


bours, is he leſs an aſſaſſin upon that 
aceount? Ves, Frenchmen, ye entered 
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[13] 

conſiderable portion of its political ſtrength. 
The liberty you have beſtowed uponus, de- 
prives us of the power of preſerving our 


hberty. 


Vour language breathes nothing but 
freedom, while your conduct is oppreſ- 
fion in the extreme : Can you deny this? 
Your wiſhes were to us equivalent to 
injunctions- your admonitions, the moſt 
deſpotic commands---fuch commands, as 
we had never been accuſtomed to receive, 
when we were what. you call, sLAvEsS; 
---and to which you require a degree 
of implicit ſubmiſſion, which was un- 
known among us, till we became, what 


you. term, RRE. Who has the effron- 
tery to deny this ? 


I admire the conſtitution which you 
would force upon us, (with the excep- 
tion of a few. ſoleciſms, which originate 

from 


[14] 
from a mifconception of our local poſi- 
tion,) as a maſter- piece of human genius, 
and a memorable monument of refined 
policy. I am of opinion, that no form 
of gevernment was ever better calculated 
for a poliſhed and enlightened people. 
But I abhor the arbitrary means you em- 
ploy to enforce it. They are unworthy 
ſo great a nation. They are in direct 
oppoſition to the principles you profeſs, 
In the name of liberty, the general in 
chief announces his imperious will with 


haughty menaces. The nation, your 


moſt favorite commanders, nay yourſelf, 
Citizen Director, muſt, upon the ſmalleſt 
reflection, unite with me in abhorrence of 
your own actions. Not even your moſt 


{ſteady patriots can deny, that the conduct 


of France towards Switzerland is infamous 
m the extreme. | 


Ins AMOUs food 


— — — — —  — H— 
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people without an equal! vou muſt feel 


1s] 
* . Inramovs !-:-how harſhly does the ex- 
preſſion ſound from the mouth of a civi- 


7 liſed being! yet is it far milder than your 
*Z behaviour deſerves. + For what ſhould 
7 prevent me from characterizing ſo illegal, 
ſ & barbarous, ſo deſpotic a ſyſtem, by its 
merited appellation? Infamy is the moſt 
gentle term I can employ. Say, what 
expreſſions would you make uſe of, were 
we the oppreſſors, and you the oppreſled ? 


Your natural ingenuity. would, in ſuch 
a caſe, give freſh energy to language, 


that it might equal the eloquence of your 


indignation. 


Frenchmen ! great and mighty nation! 


the truth of all I ſay; for whoſe feelings 


are more alive than yours. Wretched in- 
habitants of Helvetia, we in ſome degree 


periſh by our own fault; for if, at a more 


—_ * we had poſſeſſed the cou- 


rage 


6 
rage to have ſounded the language of 
truth in the ears of Europe, we could 


never have fallen to our preſent abject 


ſtate. Frenchmen! to you I now addreſs 
myſelf. If either religion, virtue, the 
love of juſtice, or honour (that idol which 
you formerly ſerved with ſuch ſubmiſſive 
worſhip) had any longer the ſmalleſt in- 
fluence upon your corrupted minds, you 
would bluſh to have acted thus towards 
your old and faithful ally; you would 
bluſh to have profaned the ſacred name 
of liberty, by ſuch a ſhameleſs Anil 


tion. 


This, however, is far from being the 
only crime, with which your leaders have 
burthened their conſciences. Since the 
invaſion of Switzerland by the armies of 
France, againſt the law of nations, with- 
out any previous declaration of hoſtilities, 
or even a pretext to declare them, in the 


midſt 
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5 midſt of that confuſion and diſcord, which 
: s was artfully excited, and protracted by the 
© intriguing ſpirit of your deſigning Com- 
& manders,---Berne, Fribourg, and Soleure, 


1 5 e plundered, oppreſſed, exhauſted 


What, after this, was the ſyſtem 


adopted by the Great Nation, and its 
X avowed agents? They march in Hoſtile 


OE 


\ 
* 4 
4, ; 


array againſt the peaceful Canton of 


Zuric; demand, with reiterated meraces, 
the acceptation of the new conſtitution, in 


| contradiction, as I before obſerved, to 


4 every principle of liberty. Their lan- 


1 


FT. 


5 


4 


© guage was the language of robbers. — 
« Your money or your life?“ Unqua- 


4 lfied ſubmiſſion, or immediate war?” 


The love of Peace induced us to acquieſce 
in ſilenee and unanimity, in the fame 


manner as we had before ſubmitted to 


democratiſe our conſtitution, without any 
oppoſition. In doing this, we imagined 


3" that all was done; and, notwithſtanding. 


- 
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116 J 
the conſtraint with Which it was impoſed 
upon upon us, and in ſpite of all infinu- 
ations to the contrary, it was our firm 


determination to maintain our new form 


of Government. But treachery and in- 
juſtice had not yet completed the mea- 
ſure of their wrongs. In a few days after, 
the conſtitution, which had been approv- 
ed, and accepted, was taken from us; 


and, without conſulting a ſingle, being, 


without reading a line of it to this newly 


enfranchiſed and ſovereign people, or 
eyen condeſcending to inform them of the 
project, another conſtitution, of ſtill later 
invention, haſtily drawn, up, and ſtill 
leſs ſuited to our ſituation, was forced 
upon us. Under any other circumſtances, 


ſuch conduct. woud haye appeared, not 
portable and abominable. But we enjoy- 
ed ſuch unbounded Liberty, that we were 
to content ourſelves with. every. thing.--- 
Had 
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b Had we not reaſon now to conclude, that 


all ſacrifices were at length made, which 


the great and mighty nation could require 


from the tameneſs of our ſubmiſſion? 


We were aſſured, at leaſt verbally, by 
* the agents of the Great Nation, that no 
7 French troops ſhould enter our canton ; 
; and that no contributions ſhould bs 
levied, —The' very reverſe took place. 
With an unparalleled impudence, three 
millions of livres were demanded from us 4 
while undiſciplined regiments were let 
looſe upon us, to ſuck our very vitals 
dry. In other words, the only liberty, 


which was left us, was---the liberty of 
= ſubmiſſion, 


| Though T know not” upon what 


grounds France arrogates to herſelf the 


right of correcting the abuſes of other 


b ſtates” yet, upon the popular pretence of 


B 2 cruſhing 


200 


eruſhing Ariſtocracy, and puniſhing its 


adherents, who among us at leaſt were 


incapable of any further efforts, (I ſpeak 


with confidence, let calumny refute me, 
if it can,) the whole weight of this enor- 
mous contribution was thrown upon the 
members of the old government. They 
alone are condemned to pay it, not one 
of whom was ever enriched at the ex- 
penſe of his fellow citizens, or fattened 
upon the public | ſpoils; and who, 


with the exception of one inſtance, (in 


which they were not only juſtified, but 
in great meaſure conſtrained by the an- 
cient forms of our conſtitution, and from 
which they never derived the ſmalleſt 
advantage) had never fallen under the 
ſuſpicion of oligarchy and tyranny.--- 


They, who as long as the old govern- 


ment ſubſiſted, were obliged by eſta- 
bliſhed laws, publicly to ſwear that they 
would maintain inviolate, t any future, 

but 


r- 
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| , but the actual, erifting conſtitution. To 


try ſuch men, according to the preſent 


innovated ſyſtem, is both knavery and 
3 hy pocriſy 1 in the extreme. 


: Wherefore three millions? To have 
. 


extorted a ſingle crown would have been 


in the higheſt degree unjuſt---To require 
| 'F million of crowns is, if poſſible, a mil- 


lion of times more ſo. Such conduct be- 


longs not to a civilized people. No, it is 
the conduct of a band of robbers, intoxi- 


cated with ſucceſs, and perſuaded that 
4 there is no abuſe which military prowels 


; does not juſtify. We never attacked the 
| French. No, during the whole war, our 
hte force, in conformity to ancient 
| i treaties, has been aſſembled on our tron- 
tiers. Thus we did, what we could not 


e 


5 have omitted, without treachery towards 
: 
our old ally; and had the French nation 


we ſmalleſt regard for what is virtuous 


| B 3 and 


[ 22 ] 
and juſt, ſuch conduct had enſured their 
eſteem. He, who is himſelf true to his 
engagements, reſpects fidelity in another, 
even in an enemy- How much more ſo in 
one who had never been an enemy? But 
the robber- band, (I pretend not to deter- 
mine, whether it be compoſed of s EVEN 
perſons or of THREE ; of F1vE or of Two, 
It certainly does not conſiſt of TwexTY- 


FIVE MILLIONS )- Ihe robber-band, 


I ſay, demands from the unoligarchic, and 
happily governed Zuric----from Zuric, 
which had willingly accepted the regene- 
rated ſyſtem, and which, notwithſtanding 
their injuſtice, they had found ſo obedient 
to their commands---THE SUM OF THREE 
MILLIONS 7 


Three millions! and levies this enor- 
mous contribution, not upon the whole 
country---levies it, (O, unheard of in- 


juſtice!) from the moſt reſpectable, the 


moſt 
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Hoſt uſeful of its members---with whoſe 


characters they are unacquainted, except 
from the dark inſinuations of intereſted 
calumniators, whom they have never ex- 
amined---never heard in their defence--- 
and whom they place in the ſuſpicious 
claſs of oligarchic patricians, to which 
they no wiſe belong. For who, but the 
French, is ignorant, that our former ma- 
giſtrates were ſelected from all ranks, but 
particularly from that of citizens ? 


Three millions! from two hundred 


members of a {mall republic! when the 
aggregate body of its two thouſand fix. 
hundred citizens, would have in vain 
attempted to raiſe fo immenſe a ſum. 
Let us ſuppoſe, that the two thouſand 
ſix hundred are comprehended in the 
aſſeſſment, (as report ſays they will), for 
they are all equally guilty of the capital 
crime of having been competent to fill 
| 3 4 the 


140 
the different offices of the ſtate ͥthe 
crime, of which the great nation has ap- 
pointed itſelf the avenger. Let us ſup. 
poſe, I ſay, that the money be equally 
levied upon all; will the contribution be 
a whit the more. equitable on that ac- 
count? Nay, would it prove, in any 
degree, more ſo, were all the inhabitants, 
now become equal, to be included? The 
firſt fifth, (alas! my fellow citizens, why 
were ye weak enough to pay a ſingle 
penny?) can ſcarcely be raiſed by the ſale 
of ſuperfluous furniture, or the ſacrifice 
of every work of art. 


Great nation! if a ſpark of ſhame, or 
humanity, ſtill remain among you, . you 
' muſt bluſh at your own actions: haſten 
then to expiate them by this honeſt con- 
feſſion---* We have been miſled---11!-adviſed ; 
We are aſhamed of what we have done 


npt a penny more will we receive all hall 


be 
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be gien back---while every thing that has 


been conſumed, under whatever denomination 


ii may be comprehended, ſtall be equitably, 
1 and abundantly paid for. Europe muſt curſe 
u. Poſterity will execrate our memory. Far 


be it from us to reſemble a band of robbers, 


5 "Far from us the miſerable hypocriſy of pre- 


tending to be the friends of Zuric, while we 
are in reality the ſuckers of its blood.” 


But this is not all. The man, who is 
unjuſt in one action, is obliged to be ſo 
in many, He who is unreſtrained by the 
horrors of vice, ſets no bounds to his 
crimes. Great Nation! it was reſerved 
for you to poſſeſſs the unparalleled effron- 
tery to force upon our free and demo- 
cratic cantons the acceptance of your 
conſtitution with haughty and inſulting 
violence.---They, who poſſeſſed a more 
democratic form of goverment than your 
coloſſal republic is capable of affuming, 

| ay 
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many centuries before France knew What 
a democracy was. Yet ye forgot yourſelves 
fo far are ſunk ſo deep in infaniy---as 


to fall upon thoſe peaceful, an happy 


herdsmen, like wolves upon a flock of 
ſheep, in order to rob them of their genu- 
me liberty, and to ſubſtitute a ſpu- 
rious and counterfeit ſpecies in f#ts 
ſtead, With what arguments will ye at- 
tempt to defend yourſelves? Ye eloquent, 
and witty! Ye who are never deficient 
in artful and ingenious devices, to deco- 
rate the moſt horrid atrocities with the 
appellation of virtue; nor wanting in im- 
pudence to ſtamp the moſt ferocious deſ- 
potiſm with the ſacred name of hberty--- 
Where, I ſay, will ye find excuſes to pal- 
liate your inhumanity to us? which muſt 
ever remain an eternal ſtain to your 
government, and cover with indelible 
diſgrace your Directiors, ſhould they ap- 
__ to be the authors of it your Gene- 

rals, 


27 


frals, if they have exceeded orders---your 


Nation, unleſs inſtant reparation be made. 
With what face, will ye ever dare to 
ſhew yourſelves among mankind ? How 
will ye ever more preſume to ſuffer the 
word liberty to paſs your lips? 


As a breakfaſt, you thought to have 
devoured theſe harmleſs peaſants ;---heroes 
who have proved themſelves worthy to 
bear the name of Swils; but whom your 
ignorant ſoldiers were taught to conſider 
as rebels. The noble of mind! Alas! my 
poor heart bleeds to think they were 
unaſſiſted by us! to think that we—O 
indelible ſtain to my native country! have 
furniſhed theſe barbarians with arms, and 
ammunition, for the deſtruction of our 
unoffending brethren, The noble of 
mind !----they combat like their fore- 
fathers. After foddering their cattle at the 
firſt dawn of morning, they ruth undaunted 

to 
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to the battle, in defence of their deareft 
rights. Like heroes they fight,---like 
heroes they fall, —unconquered by the 
conquering French. Thouſands periſh 
on both ſides. As the ſupporters of Free- 
dom, the Swils ;---as its deſtroyers, the 
French. What recompence to the coun- 
try, «which produced ſuch men—to the 
widows and orphans they have left—can 
ſhame and repentance; can juſtice and 
generoſity afford? What rewards can 
obliterate the remembrance of ſuch a 
ſhameleſs abuſe of power? Yet ſhould. 
every thing be attempted to expiate the 
paſt, and to render the lives of the ſufferers, 
as tolerable as their miſery will admit. 

| * 

With tears in my eyes, I caſt a veil 
over various enormities— over the mon- 
ſtrous tyranny, which certain perſons, 
ity ling themſelves your agents, have exer- 
ciled in Switzerland---over the unexpiated 
| plunder 
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under and murder of inoffenſive and 


e 7 unarmed men, within our peaceful terri- 
© tory over the oppreſſive and arbitrary 
0 = billeting of your ſoldiers; the expenſive 


and luxurious reception your generals 
required in a word, over the unjult 
claim to, and iniquitous appropriation 
of a, conſiderable part of our public, and 
alas ! ſadly exhauſted treaſure. 


| ; Frenchmen ! term yourſelves no longer 
che GAT Nartion. Coloſſal greatneſs 
is far from being real greatneſs—and ridi- 
culous would it appear to /wo hundred 
millions of Chineſe to hear you call your- 
== ſelves by | the excluſive title of the 
great nation. Call yourſelves rather the 
4 a leaſt, the lowe/} of people; or expect to 
"XX receive that appellation from the concur- 
ring hatred of mankind; unleſs you 
Xx employ your inexhauſtible reſources to 
nn make good what yet is reparable. 
3 Frenchmen ! 
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Fretichmen ! by the mouth of a fearleſs 
individual, ſome hundred thouſands: of 
free- born Swiſs publiſh their wrongs to 
the ears of the indignant world. We 
now are ſlaves- - ſuch ſlaves as we never 
were, when oppreſſed and enervated by 
oligarchy and tyranny, Is this your 
with? Is it it poſſible you could ever 
mean it? Speak boldly, yes, or no. 
Whichever way you anſwer, you are /e/f- 
condemned, n 


Frenchmen; in every publication, you 
talk of liberty. of the protection of truth 
and innocence; of honour, of property, 
of life and this alone is real freedom. 
The liberty of deceiving and oppreſſing 
others---of plundering, of making war, 
of annihilating; belongs to a power 


ſuperior to yours -to SATAN» q 
O Liberty! © 


» 9 
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* O Liberty 1 eternal bleſſings on thy 
name! The reſtorer of thee: ſhall not find 


on earth a more fervent advocate than 


che writer of this letter; who thus appeals 


co the Great Nation, to the World, to- 
; Poſterity; and who, as God can witneſs; 
; prays for nothing more ardently, among 


: the poſſeſſions of this tranſitory life, than 
for Liberty and Equality. But accurſed 


be he, who tramples upon a fellow-crea- 
ture: in this world ſhall he poſſeſs no 
enemy more inveterate than myſelf. 
Open then your eyes, ye inhabitants of 
, France, and deliver us from this diaboli- 
: cal liberty ! 


To conclude- -O nation, without an 


3 ; equal, make not yourſelf contemptible 
in the eyes of poſteaity! but expiate 


your monſtrous offences by every com- 
penſation which is is left you! Be no 
longer the ſcourge of nations, the tyrant 

| of 
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of mankind, the deſtroyer of liberty, the 
blood-ſucker of Zuric---But become, in 
reality, what you affect to appear, the 
deliverer, the benefactor, the friend of 
humanity; and reign triumphant over 
every heart. 


J. C. LAVATER. 


ZuRic, 
roth May, 1798. 


In the Firſt Year of Swiſs $lavery. 
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1 | 5 THE following anecdote was com- 
municated to the Tranſlator, by one 
E * of the, moſt diſtinguiſhed Profeſſors 
1 | 0 of the Univerſity - of en 
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2 1 Almoſt aatigtely ah * writing the 
Above letter, Lgvater incloſed a copy of i it | 
his friend, Monſieur Moo 7 adding, 
t he regarded his own deſtruction as 
evitable, and ſuppoſed that to be the 
\ aſt time he ſhould hold any intercourſe 
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1 Pith him---but that he was far from re- 
; penting what he had done, was perfectly 


ee for his deſtiny, and indifferent 
o every thing 1 it was in the power of his 
ecutors to inflict he had performed, 
What appeared to him an indiſpenſable 
Pee. and was Inſenſible to- every other 
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